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NIEA Property Evaluations 

Background
NIEA is currently engaged in the Second Survey of all of Northern Ireland's building stock to 
update and improve on the first List of buildings of special architectural or historic interest which 
began in 1974. The second survey is due to be completed by 2016. 

In considering whether to include a building as Listed,  the Department (NIEA) takes into account 
the architectural and historic interest of a structure and is also given the power to consider:- 

 any respect in which its exterior contributes to the architectural or historic interest of any 
group of buildings of which it forms part; and 

 the desirability of preserving, on the ground of its architectural or historic interest, any 
feature of the building which consists of a manmade object or structure fixed to the building 
or which forms a part of the land and which is comprised within the curtilage of the building. 

Should the Department (NIEA) decide to list, this places certain responsibility on the owner, for 
example, a listed building has to be maintained in a way appropriate to its character and cannot be 
altered or demolished without prior approval. 

The summary below is taken from the NIEA property evaluation and details the evaluation in 
relation to the class of listing proposed. 

1. A Former bank, 413/7 Newtownards Road HB26/10/007 - Three-storey five-bay wide 
former Ulster Bank branch in neo-classical style designed in 1918 by the prominent Belfast 
based architectural firm Blackwood & Jury. The building is one of a number of Ulster Bank 
branches designed by the same architects.  The principal elevation is relatively plain but 
with good proportions, divided into five bays and clad in ashlar limestone with banded 
rustication to the ground floor.  Despite the windows being replaced with uPVC the building 
retains its essential architectural character including the original panelled entrance doors 
and the internal timber lobby.  A carved frieze at the top depicts the Belfast Coat of Arms 
and is banded top and bottom by a stone ogee moulding and terminated in a raised 
parapet. Although somewhat austere, this former bank is one of the more significant 
buildings in this part of the Newtownards Road. 

Proposed NIEA listing - B2, Extent of proposed Listing – Former bank (currently not 
Listed) 

2. B Heyn Memorial Hall, 215 Holywood Road HB26/12/037 - A two-storey red-brick Tudor-
style parish hall, dating c.1928, to the designs of Belfast-based architect Robert Hanna 
Gibson. A good example of an early-20th century church hall, characterised by its 
overhanging eaves, half-hipped green slate roof and multiple dormers.  The exterior has 
retained its character, style and proportions, despite the replacement of the original leaded 
windows and surviving interiors fittings include the original stairs and wall panelling. In its 
original setting adjacent to the former St. Mark's Rectory and St. Mark's church on 
Holywood Road (HB26.12.017), it has group value with the other parish buildings and is of 
local importance.

Proposed NIEA listing – B1, Extent of proposed Listing – Hall (currently not Listed) 

3. C 2-4 Belmont Road HB26/12/053 - A well-proportioned and detailed red-brick former 
corner shop and office building, dating from c.1902. Situated in a prominent location at the 
junction of the Belmont and Holywood Roads, the building curves at the street corner and is 
well detailed with an ornate stone pedimented entrance, carved stone clock and openwork 
balustrade with ball finials. Originally commissioned by Braithwaite & McCann, spirit dealers 
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who owned one of the largest chain of public houses in the city, the building functioned as a 
shop and the offices of various unionist organisations during most of the 20th century and 
were established as the headquarters of the Ulster Unionist Party c.2008. Whilst internally it 
is altered and modernised and the windows on the first floor are not original, it remains a 
focal point and an interesting local piece of architecture.

Proposed NIEA listing – B2, Extent of proposed Listing – Main Building (currently not 
Listed) 

4. D Quarry House, 42 Quarry Road HB26/12/049 - A well-proportioned and detailed two-
storey ten-bay irregular-plan house, constructed in 1912 to designs by Watt, Tulloch & 
Fitzsimmons, with references to the Arts & Crafts Style. A good example of its type, the 
mansion house with its hipped roof, tall roughcast rendered chimneystacks, round bays, 
projecting staircase and glazed garden room, retains its character externally and internally 
and is reminiscent of the age in which it was designed.  Retaining its original setting with 
extensive mature gardens to the south and with its historical connections to Frank 
Workman of Workman, Clark & Co. Ltd., Belfast’s second largest shipbuilder, it is of local 
importance.

Proposed NIEA listing – B1, Extent of proposed Listing – House (currently not Listed) 

5. E 261A Belmont Road HB26/13/024 - A good example of a Modernist house, built in 1937 
to designs by local architect Anthony Frederick Lucy. A two-storey three bay flat-roofed 
house in rectangular plan with single storey flat roofed extension, built post 1954. The 
house retains much of its original character and style with corner windows, white walls with 
black raised band detailing, roof parapets and balcony railings accentuating elements of its 
design and form. Notable features typical of the era include stream-form curved bay 
windows, flanking the central door, with original curved single glazing incorporating Art 
Deco chevron detailing on the front elevation and stepped Art Deco detailing on the upper 
balcony doors.  A now rare example of a Modernist dwelling, 261A Belmont Road has a 
striking box-like appearance which adds to the local interest and architectural diversity of 
this area of suburban Belfast. Overall it makes an important contribution to Northern 
Ireland's historic buildings stock.

Proposed NIEA listing – B1, Extent of proposed Listing – House and gates (currently not 
Listed) 

6. F Orangefield Baptist Church, North Road HB26/11/005 - A good example of 
ecclesiastical modernism in Ulster, this two-storey double-height pitched roof church dates 
from 1968 and was designed by local architect Gordon McKnight. The striking principal 
elevation with central tower and the steeply pitched side wings make it one of the 
architect's most bold designs. Gordon McKnight first came to prominence for his modernist 
church designs in the mid 1950's.  His buildings were a shift away from the traditional 
conservatism and historic revivalism which characterised the design of most pre-war 
churches and the architect designed over thirty modernist churches for the protestant 
denominations over a four decade long career.
The building retains a well proportioned minimalist interior with dramatic sloping ceilings 
and simple palette of materials including white painted render walling, and polished timber 
boarding to ceilings. Situated on a corner site in a suburban residential setting, the church 
is a local landmark and of historical and social importance to the area.

Proposed NIEA listing – B2 Extent of proposed Listing – Church (currently not Listed) 

7. G Bloomfield Presbyterian Church, Beersbridge Road HB26/14/019 - An interesting 
example of a Gothic-Revival style church whose current form is the result of a number of 
phases of building work. The gabled two-storey sandstone church dates from 1897-98 to 
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designs by James John Phillips & Son, whilst the gabled Hall to the rear dates from 1925-
26 to designs by Hobart & Heron. The W end of the church, consisting of the vestibule and 
towers, dates from 1956.
The external envelope is well-proportioned and detailed and the building has a fine interior 
with original timberwork to the main body of the church and an impressive open-timber roof. 
The church is prominently situated on a substantial corner site and has group value with the 
4 no. houses on Cyprus Avenue opposite, also built in sandstone (HB26/14/020A-C).

Proposed NIEA listing – B1, Extent of proposed Listing – Church, hall, gates and railings 
(currently not Listed) 

8. Ballysillan Presbyterian Church HB26/39/002 - Late-Victorian Gothic-Revival gabled 
church, built in 1891 to designs by architect, Samuel Stevenson. A well-detailed church 
building in rock-faced sandstone with smooth sandstone detailing, stepped buttresses, 
pinnacles, ornate Gothic lancet arched windows and steeply pitched natural slate roof. 
Retaining a fine interior with original ornately carved gallery on painted columns, pews and 
pulpit. Located in a prominent setting at the junction of the Crumlin and Ballysillan roads, 
bounded by decorative cast-iron railings and gate piers, the site also contains former school 
and halls and is an important local landmark.

Proposed NIEA listing – B2, Extent of proposed Listing – Church, gates, piers, walling 
and railings (currently not listed) 

9. Holy Trinity CoI Church, Ballysillan Road HB26/41/014 - A large red-brick gabled late 
Gothic-Revival church in a Perpendicular style with six bay nave, three storey square tower 
and projecting chancel abutted by vestry, built in 1954-6 to designs by local architect E. P. 
Lamont. Rectangular plan form orientated NE-SW with main entrance through centralised 
porch in SW gable. Situated within its own grounds along the Ballysillan and Old Park 
Roads the building exterior is impressive with its characteristic English bond red-brickwork 
and contrasting reconstituted stone detailing adding much to its style and visual impact.  
Internally, the building retains its original plan form and the majority of original detailing 
survives, including some elements such as its bell dated 1844 which was cast by the 
renowned Messers C. & G. Mears of London and salvaged from the earlier Trinity Church 
destroyed during WW11. Overall this is a building of local historical and social significance 
which survives largely unaltered both internally and externally, displaying the original 
intentions of its architect and making a positive contribution to the local area.

Proposed NIEA listing – B2, Extent of proposed Listing – Church and gate screen, piers, 
and gates (currently not Listed) 

10. Woodvale Presbyterian Church, Woodvale Road HB26/38/001 - Free-standing 
asymmetrical double-height stone church dated 1899 and designed by prominent local 
architectural practice Young and Mackenzie. A substantial church building employing many 
architectural elements that typify the nineteenth-century Gothic Revival.  Occupying a 
prominent yet compact site in a largely residential district overlooking Woodvale Park to the 
south.  The church retains most of its original external and internal detailing. It is an 
important focal point for the local Presbyterian community and is a significant local 
landmark

Proposed NIEA listing – B2, Extent of proposed Listing – Church, gates and railings 
(currently not Listed) 

11. Barnageeh, St Patricks Secondary School, 619 Antrim Road HB26/46/011 - A two-
storey former merchants villa in random-coursed buff sandstone with Classical Greek 
detailing, built c.1868 in the style of Alexander 'Greek' Thompson of Glasgow and possibly 
designed by his student James Hamilton. The E and S facades of the house survive almost 
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intact retaining much of their original character and style. Despite the loss of some of the 
original interior including its original staircase, the quality and survival of the GF plan and 
detailing add much to the buildings interest. Now used as a school administration building 
for St Patrick's Secondary School, its original setting has been altered by the 2 no. large 
blocks of modern school buildings erected on the site c.1950. A building of significant 
architectural and historic interest with former occupants including Major General J. K. 
Millner, the Olympic gold medal winner and Walter Francis Clokey, the prominent Northern 
Irish stained glass artist.

Proposed NIEA listing – B2, Extent of proposed Listing – School (currently not Listed) 

12. Cross of sacrifice, Dundonald Cemetery, 743 Upper Newtownards Road HB26/13/050 
- A tall and imposing memorial cross to designs by Sir Reginald Bloomfield and constructed 
by Messrs Haslett of Abercorn Road, Derry. The cross, located at the highest point of 
Dundonald Cemetery provides a sombre reminder of the ultimate sacrifice given by local 
people during World War I. The war memorial, erected between 1927 and 1931 and 
commissioned by the Imperial War Graves Commission, contributes to the overall setting 
within the cemetery. A Cross of Sacrifice was also commissioned in Belfast City Cemetery 
(HB26.25.001L).

Proposed NIEA listing – B1, Extent of proposed Listing – Memorial (currently not Listed)

13. Hamill vault, St Josephs Churchyard, 23 Hannahstown Hill HB26/20/004B - A double 
height gabled vault in Gothic-revival style dating from 1905 to designs by architect Charles 
MacAlister. Rectangular plan with a small walled enclosure to N and elaborate cast iron 
gates. Located in the E end of the cemetery to St Joseph’s RC church (HB26.20.004A). 
Erected by the Hamill family, one of the leading Catholic families in Belfast from the mid 
19th century to the early 20th century, the vault is the most impressive of the memorials in 
the graveyard and has a prominent position facing the church.

Proposed NIEA listing – B1, Extent of proposed Listing – Vault, walling and gates 
(currently not Listed) 

14. Woodvale Park Bandstand HB26/38/002B - A good example of a square-shaped 
bandstand dating from 1925. An open structure constructed in iron and timber with brick 
base, square columns, a hipped and gabled roof and decorative timber frieze. Located 
within Woodvale Park, a typically Victorian park which dates from 1887 with gates, piers 
and railings to designs by the English architect J. C. Bretland (HB26.38.002A). Originally 
erected in Belfast's parks, as temporary wooden structures for local and military bands to 
play, bandstands were replaced with permanent structures in 1920s to a standard design 
(there was an identical bandstand erected in Botanic Gardens – also 1925). The bandstand 
in Woodvale Park would have originally been surrounded by seating arranged in a 
horseshoe shape around the band. Despite some alterations the bandstand has group 
value with the other listed structures in the park and is an increasingly rare feature and an 
important part of the area’s history.

Proposed NIEA listing – B2, Extent of proposed Listing – Bandstand (currently not Listed) 

15. Cross of sacrifice, Belfast City Cemetery, Falls Road HB26/25/001L - A tall and 
imposing memorial cross dating c.1927 to designs by Sir Reginald Blomfield and 
constructed by Messrs Haslett of Abercorn Road, Derry. The cross commemorates the 
dead of WWI and is prominently located on a main axis route in the Belfast City Cemetery. 
The cemetery has a number of listed records including the walling (HB26.25.001A), the 
Superintendent’s House (HB26.25.001B), the Fountains (HB26.25.001C), the Vaults 
(HB26.25.001D), Herdman memorial (HB26.25.001 E), Inglis memorial (HB26.25.001 F), 
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Carson memorial (HB26.25.001 H), Phillips memorial (HB26.25.001 I), Fennel-Stelfox 
memorial (HB26.25.001 J) and Lynn memorial (HB26.25.001 K).  The war memorial, 
erected between 1927 and 1931 and commissioned by the Imperial War Graves 
Commission, contributes to the overall setting within the cemetery. A Cross of Sacrifice was 
also commissioned in Dundonald Cemetery (HB26.13.050).

Proposed NIEA listing – B1, Extent of proposed Listing – Memorial (currently not Listed) 

16. Gate Lodge. Holy Family Primary School, Newington Avenue HB26/48/011 - This late 
Victorian gate-lodge was built in 1894-5 alongside the ‘Holy Family Roman Catholic 
Church’, a chapel of ease which was subsequently demolished in 1912 to make way for a 
permanent church. The gate lodge was built for the chapel's caretaker and despite a 
compact gabled form it originally consisted of five rooms. The one-and-a-half storey 
building is well detailed and proportioned and retains some architectural features; of 
particular merit is the brick detailing such as the string course, drip moulding and decorative 
eaves course. Although small in comparison to the neighbouring three-storey terraced 
houses and 1960s school, it has a strong presence on Newington Avenue, due to a slightly 
projecting position on the street. Despite having a modern open plan interior with few 
original historic features, it retains its overall character and its continued use as part of the 
Holy Family Primary School ensures its social significance. It is a relatively rare example of 
a gate lodge to a 19th century Roman Catholic Church and is an important local building, 
as the last remnant of the original church on this site.

Proposed NIEA listing – B2, Extent of proposed Listing – Gate Lodge (currently not Listed) 

17. Pavillion, Stormont Estate, Massey Avenue HB26/13/052A - Single storey hipped roof 
Neo-Georgian style pavilion constructed in 1936 by the Ministry of Finance, NI.  
Rectangular floor plan facing south, located on the north side of Massey Avenue within the 
grounds of the Stormont Estate.  Prominently situated opposite the Massey Avenue 
entrance lodge and adjacent to the decorative gates and screens (both listed under 
HB26/13/021) designed by Arnold Thornley, who was also the Architect for Parliament 
Buildings (HB26/13/013).  Simply detailed and well-proportioned, the building reflects the 
style of the other buildings on the Estate and makes a positive contribution within its 
setting.  A similar structure is located to the east, (beyond the statue of Lord Carson) in a 
woodland setting (HB26.13.052B).

Proposed NIEA listing – B2, Extent of proposed Listing – Pavilion (currently not Listed) 

18. Pavilion, Stormont Estate, Massey Avenue HB26/13/052B - Single storey hipped roof 
Neo-Georgian style pavilion constructed on the grounds of Stormont Estate between 1938 
and 1959 by the Ministry of Finance, NI. Rectangular floor plan facing west, situated close 
to the top of Massey Avenue, to the east side of the Lord Carson Memorial Statue 
(HB26/13/19). Simply detailed and well-proportioned, the building reflects the style of the 
buildings on the site designed by Sir Arnold Thornley such as the entrance lodges 
(HB26/13/20 and HB26/13/21) and Parliament Buildings (HB26/13/013) and makes a 
positive contribution within its setting.  A similar structure is located to the west just within 
the entrance gates and screen of the estate, fronting onto Massey Avenue (HB26.13.052A).

Proposed NIEA listing – B2, Extent of proposed Listing – Pavilion (currently not Listed) 
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Note: 

Listed buildings in Northern Ireland are divided into four categories: 

Grade A 

Special buildings of national importance including both outstanding grand buildings and the fine, 
little altered examples of some important style or date. 

Grade B+ 

Special buildings that might have merited A status but for relatively minor detracting features such 
as impurities of design, or lower quality additions or alterations. Also buildings that stand out above 
the general mass of grade B1 buildings because of exceptional interiors or some other features. 

Grade B1 and B2 

Special buildings of more local importance or good examples of some period of style. Some 
degree of alteration or imperfection may be acceptable.


